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WAL-MART CONCERNS

Bedford ordinances
limit development

TEMPERANCE — Members of
the Bedford Township board last

t overwhelmingly ﬂrwed
wpnchge ¥ t should
dramadcalbrimpacttbewaythe

township looks for the next several

decades and might limit the devel-

opment of “big box” stores.
The orﬂinaxmaddress issues

llshnngrandlav guld&
future development in
Toledo’s suburb. A
made up of township officials,
opers, e and resi
dents developed all three ordi-
nances over a 14-month period.
At their core, the ordinances
seek to limit future commercial
development in the township to
small neighborhood retailers that
meet some of the needs of town-
ship residents, but not necessarily
draw customers from s
areas. “We recognize the city o
Toledo as our commercial center. I
don’t believe thinks we’re
g;hrlkgtodewlopourmﬁnnkﬂn
Mall up here in Temper-
ance,” explained Trustee Joyce
Hagen, who helped spearhead cre-
ation of the ol .

Among the most significant
changes that will occur as a result
of the ordinances is a limitation on

development in the tmvnsl:x 's C-2
commercial zoning classification
that would restrict new stores to
Just sightly larger tha the new
r new
{‘(Irsoger store that opened last year
Such a lmutation

development of a potentml al-
Mart store near Lewis Avenue and
West Sterns Road. Owners of a 30-
acre vacant parcel near that inter-
section told neighbors earlier this
that they planned to build a
-Mart near that site, raising the

ire of some nearby residents
Township board members
raised questions about several of

e mcludmé ther passage
ments, i i er

of the ordinances would make sev-
eral existing businesses and
erties nonco: with th
current zoning, meaning they
could not be rebuilt in their
present form if they were de-
stroyed.

“I just have concerns for those
businesses, if something cata-

strophic would n,” township
Treasurer Shérri Meyer said.

is concerned with
hm]m how we grow,

and what we are. Butbeipgonme
Bedford Business Asso~iation, I
know that there is concern within
the business community that we
don’t take their ﬂe:nhzhtir away to
practice good business,” Trustee
Arnold Jennings said.

In other action last night, the
board gave its approval to
liquor licenses to a pair of existing
township businesses and one in
the planning stages.
thlaP:mdn Gardens, a re&?staum?l:

t opened several months ago
Lambertville, Memories Banquet
Hall on Lewis Avenue, and a new
restaurant in the Temperance
area called M.T. Loonies will now
have to appear before the Mich-
igan Liquor Control Commission
to receive final approval to sell
liqguor on the premises.

The township received three
new liquor licenses under state
law after the 2000 census, but
opted not to hold one in reserve,
even though it will be 10 years
before the township could receive
any more from the state.

The board also set a hearing for
6 p.m. Sept. 3 to listen to the case

s ded Lambertville District
Fire Chief Dennis Cox. Mr. Cox
was suspended from the
ment in late June for what luef
John Bofia called “operational”

rmance issues. Two previous
have been postponed.




